From Under the Compost Pile  

- Gardening Notes from the Urban Farmer
A Gallery of Boyle-McCauley Gardeners

If gardens are an art form, then surely we who live in the Boyle and McCauley communities are blessed with a rich gallery of local masterpieces to enjoy. Now that we are well into the growing season, I will begin to feature profiles of some of our local gardeners who will share some of their gardening wisdom.

We begin with Mr. Orlando Bruno. Walking past Orlando’s yard near the stadium in the spring is indeed a feast for the senses! Even from half a block a way, passers-by cannot miss the clouds of white and pink flowers and the beautiful aroma of apple, plum and cherry blossoms. Orlando’s front and back yards are packed with mature fruit trees (more than 15 in total), and his large vegetable garden boasts 6 foot tall spinach, towers of climbing beans, and row upon row of robust tomato plants. 

Here’s what Orlando has to say about his gardens;

When did you begin gardening?  “All my life. Ever since I was nine years old I started to take care of fruit trees back home. I have been gardening ever since.”

Why do you garden? “It is my hobby. Everybody needs to find something that is interesting to them. For me it is gardening. I enjoy it, I love it! Before when I was still working at my job full time, I would come home and take care of my trees sometimes until 2 o’clock in the morning. My trees are like a part of my family. I try to teach other people about fruit trees, especially young people. If nobody learns how to take care of the fruit trees, how will people be able to eat fruit in the future?”

What do you like to grow? What I love the most are my fruit trees – apples, plums and cherries. I make wine from my cherries, a special ice wine. It is the best in the west! I also love to grow tomatoes, beans, spinach and garlic – I eat a lot of garlic! When you eat a tomato fresh from your garden the taste is so much better than what you buy in the store.

What is your biggest challenge? “ Nothing really. To me it is like a piece of cake. When you have been gardening for so many years, you don’t need the recipe anymore – you just go ahead and do it.”

What are you most proud of in your garden?  “For me, I am the happiest when I am grafting different varieties onto my trees. When I make a new graft on one of my trees I feel very good when it takes. Now most of my trees have at least five different varieties on them. Some have even ten or more! You have to learn when is the right time of the year to graft. Some years you should graft in late April, other years in early June. It depends on the weather and you have to learn to understand it.”

What suggestions do you have for other gardeners? “There is no secret really. Anybody can learn to make a good garden. Everybody likes something a little different in their garden, and everybody has different ways to do things and that’s OK. It is best not to use chemicals if you want your garden to be really healthy. You should make your own compost and it takes about 2 years to make the best compost. I also use rain water as it is better for the plants than city water because of the chlorine. When you have fruit trees, you can put one or two whole fish into a hole by the tree. This helps the trees to grow very healthy. You can see the difference in the leaves.  Sometimes I make a tea for the garden by soaking grass clippings in a barrel of water for a long time then watering my trees and plants with it. Then wow- just watch things grow!”
Would you or another gardener you know like to share your gardening experience with the readers of the Boyle-McCauley news? Please contact me at 221-4800 or theurbanfarmer@shaw.ca.

Happy gardening!

Ron Berezan
Ron Berezan is a McCauley organic gardener who loves to create beautiful and edible landscapes. He runs a small gardening business called “The Urban Farmer” , 
www.theurbanfarmer.ca .
Photo caption: Orlando Bruno stands beneath one of his many apple trees holding branches for grafting.
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